
 

  

March 27, 2024 
 
Bert Whitaker, Director 
Sonoma County Regional Parks 
2300 County Center Drive, Suite A120 
Santa Rosa, CA 95403 
 
Dear Mr. Whitaker: 

There has been another collision involving bollards on the West County Trail.  

On March 13, a small group of cyclists from the Santa Rosa Cycling Club were 
riding eastbound on the West County Trail. Before the crossing at Dufranc 
Avenue, rider Nick Jenkins collided with a bollard. 

 
 

 
 
Mr. Jenkins, an experienced rider, was unable to see the obstruction until it was 
too late to avoid it. After the collision, other riders disentangled him from his bike 
and assisted him to the bench as he was unable to bear weight on his right leg. 
They then assisted him into one of their vehicles for transport to the hospital. He 
had surgery the next day to repair a broken femur and is expected to make a full 
recovery. 

 



 

 
Longer view 

Sidenote: Mr. Jenkins is friends with family members of 
Chico Velo founder Ed McLaughlin, who became a 
quadriplegic after colliding with a bollard in 2007; imagine 
THAT going through Jenkins’ mind while lying on the 
pavement unable to walk! 

As we stated in our August 2022 letter to you after the death 
of Rob Reyes, these bollards “are particularly hard to see in 
dappled shade, when coming around a corner, or when there 
are a lot of people on the path (their height makes them 
easily hidden from view).” More injuries have been caused 
by bollards on the trail than by CARS on the trail, from which 
the bollards are supposedly protecting us.  

 

 
We appreciate that Regional Parks has taken steps to make many of these bollards more visible, 
consistent with the California Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices standards; however, 
Section 9C.101 states that “Before a decision is made to install barrier posts, consideration needs 
to be given to the implementation of other remedial measures… Such devices should be used 
only where extreme problems are encountered.” 

Once again, we urge Regional Parks and other local jurisdictions to remove these poles from all 
bike paths and utilize other solutions only in locations where vehicles actually pose a problem.  
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
 

 
 
Eris Weaver, Executive Director 
Sonoma County Bicycle Coalition 
 

 
 
Steve Saxe, SCBC Board of Directors 
President, Santa Rosa Cycling Club 

 
 
 
Cc: David Robinson 
County Board of Supervisors 

https://dot.ca.gov/programs/safety-programs/camutcd/camutcd-rev5

